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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

In a former life, I was not only a video gamer, but a game retailer as well.  And so I'm disheartened by the recent news that two popular game outlets, GameStop and Electronics Boutique, have settled their rivalry with one's purchase of the other.

Diversity is important for the consumer to have as many choices as possible.  It gives us more variety and flavors of services, which drives not only innovation but also suits the rainbow of personalities that comprise the consumer population.

That's why it's important to have places like Syndicomm Online.  Many of us have been burned elsewhere, be it CompuServe, GEnie, Delphi, or AppleLink.  Syndicomm Online has neither the budget, nor the support staff, nor the infrastructure of these larger services.  That's partly how the people behind Syndicomm Online are able to provide a service (both technically and personally) that suits its users and their Apple II machines.

Nobody's perfect, and neither is any service.  But I've not found a modern-day service that excels in quite the ways this one does.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Service Outage
--------------
Syndicomm experienced a lengthy outage on April 29th due to a failed firewall.  We have replaced it with a new, more flexible unit that should provide more reliable service in the future.  We apologize for the inconvenience of the outage (we miss getting our email too!) and hope to avoid a recurrence of this situation.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
The HelpDesk forum invites you to share your thoughts for what features you'd like to see us implement in the future!  We don't have a huge staff like the big guys, so we need to prioritize what to work on.  Let us know what you think the most important things we could offer you are by voicing your opinion in Category 4, Topic 3: Feature Ideas & Requests.

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
"Handheld devices" could literally apply to the world's oldest and finest novels.  But personal digital assistants provide unique opportunities to carry an expanding amount of literature in a fixed physical space.  Put the works of William Shakespeare, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Ernest Hemingway in the palm of your hand by reading about eBooks - where to get them, how to use them, and why - in Category 9, Topic 99: eBooks.

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
The latest edition of the revolutionary OS X, codenamed "Tiger", is now commercially available!  Upgrading from 10.3 to 10.4 is the first step; once there, you have a veritable cornucopia of new features to learn and enjoy, including Dashboard, Spotlight, and numerous widgets.  Learn your ways into and around Tiger in Category 9: Mac OS X.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Life beyond the Apple II?  Well, sure - but we're not talking about other computers.  In Category 2, Topic 8: The Orchard Lounge, strangers brought together by a piece of hardware share their other interests, both common and diverse.  From bowling to skiing, reading to gaming, singing to soldering, discover the talents that are inherent to Geeks everywhere - and share your own!

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Forget the solstice - the summer season is already here!  On Thursday, May 19th, the final "Star Wars" film hits theaters nationwide.  George Lucas' epic saga has spanned six films and four decades, and this month, it all comes to a close in "Revenge of the Sith".  See Category 32, Topic 3: Star Wars as we count the days to the film's release - and once you've seen it, post your thoughts on the movie's Tatooine-shattering revelations in Category 33, Topic 1: Star Wars Spoilers.  Also read about original, fan-inspired developments, including a full-length Broadway musical, based on "Episodes IV-VI" in Category 35, Topic 6: Star Wars.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
The annual Electronic Entertainment Expo will consume the attention of gamers worldwide later this month as the industry descends upon Los Angeles to exhibit the best and brightest of the coming year.  This year's E3 will be the first with the Nintendo DS and Sony PSP handhelds on the market, and also the first at which we may catch tangible glimpses of the next generation of consoles: the Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, and Nintendo Revolution.  Catch the news on all the new hardware in their new, respective message categories, as well as show-general news in Category 7, Topic 5: Electronic Entertainment Expo.

Diabetes
Page 955
Keyword: DIABETES
-----------------
They say the most important meal of the day is breakfast.  It's the meal that starts your body's metabolism and can set your body's mood for the next 24 hours.  What's a conscientious and nutritious way to start the day?  Read some ideas in Category 3, Topic 4: Skipping Meals.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Time travel usually involves spatial anomalies, futuristic technology, or some other external device to make such journeys possible.  But what about the powers of the mind and body?  When it's beliefs or genes motivating one to be chronospatially challenged, is it still science fiction?  Discuss "Bid Time Return" and "The Time Traveler's Wife", two romances that use time travel as their hook, in Category 52, Topic 1: Science Fiction General Discussion.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2005 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
